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Lacerated wound and fracture of the knee
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We have been notified of the following incident in the drilling sector.

What happened?

An assistant driller and others were trying to lift the balancing frame to ‘guide line’
with the aid of a tugger winch, so that it could be lowered to the well head. Because
the frame winch wasn’t in a proper balance position, the assistant driller tried to
adjust the sling for lifting. When he had just finished shackling the frame to the
winch sling, the balancing frame fell backward onto his right knee. The photos allow
a better understanding of the accident.

The injured person had not observed that there was no tension on the sling that he
shackled to the frame before carrying out the adjustment on the sling. He probably
failed to signal to the winch operator to pick up and tension the sling.

The assistant driller suffered a lacerated wound on the lateral side of his right leg
and a fracture of the knee.

The company involved has noted the following
corrective actions:

e Riggers on board to be properly trained.

o Activity to be planned with proper toolbox meetings and job safety
analysis, as this helps avoid this kind of incident occurring in the future.

e Improve communication between operator involved in the operation.

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, requlatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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