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Overloading of survival craft
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We have received the safety alert below, issued by the US Minerals Management
Service.
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Water Survival Craft
The MMS is revising Safety Alert No. 192 by changing the seat widths as reflected in the report. The revised Safety Alert follows.

The Minerals Management Service (MMS) and the United States Coast Guard (USCG) have examined a report of a study
conducted by an offshore operator of their survival craft payloads. This study looked at the manufacturer’s design standards for
several models of covered survival craft (lifeboats) used on the operator's offshore facilities. During this examination, the
operator discovered that some of their survival craft were rated by the manufacturer to accommodate more personnel than the
operator could properly seat within the unit. This was confirmed during several field trials. The operator concluded that this
occurred because the “average” worker on their offshore facilities was larger than the approved design standard used to build
the survival craft. The personnel weight standard used for the design of survival craft is 165 pounds with a seat width of 17
inches. Although this standard may be appropriate for the offshore industry in other areas of the world, it may not be
appropriate for personnel working in the GOM. The operator’s study concluded that the average offshore worker at their
facilities weighs 210 pounds and has a seat width of 2| inches. Therefore, the difference in weight and width of the design
standard and that of the personnel in the offshore industry in the GOM could have an effect on the seating capacity, stability,
buoyancy, and structural adequacy of the survival craft. To accommodate the larger personnel at their GOM facilities properly,
the operator chose to reconfigure some of the seating, as well as de-rate the overall capacity of selected survival craft.

The operator examined this same issue with respect to life rafts, but did not observe a similar problem.

Operators are advised to be aware of these potential overloading situations on survival craft caused by the larger size of the
average GOM offshore worker. For more information, operators are urged to contact their nearest Coast Guard
Officer in Charge of Marine Inspections.
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IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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