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Recall of Divex LP helmet bail-out whips and interstage hoses
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Further to earlier advice on these products, attached please find the recall
notice issued by Divex.

Y
DIVEX SAFETY NOTICE D IVE

Divex Ltd.
URGENT URGENT URGENT Enterprise Drive
Westhill, Aberdeen
AB32 6TQ, United Kingdom

Safety Notice No. DVX001/2001 Ic i ez

Facsimile
RECALL OF DIVEX LP HELMET BAILOUT sl
WHIPS AND INTERSTAGE HOSES

Further to our Safety Notice No DVX003/2000 dated 8th Dec 2000 Divex Ltd have been made
aware of an LP hose failing during operation. As detailed in our previous safety notice
DVX003/2000 the user had subjected this hose to a 20kg load test. The hose passed the test and
then went on to fail during operation.

DUE TO THE ABOVE DIVEX LTD HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO RECALL ALL LP
HELMET BAILOUT WHIPS AND INTERSTAGE HOSES SUPPLIED TO CLIENTS
SINCE AUGUST 1999.

Since 1999 all LP hoses supplied by Divex have a Divex label. Divex Ltd is aware of the impact
this may have to our clients operations but as a responsible manufacturer we have to put safety
ahead of all other considerations. We have performed extensive testing on LP hoses over the last
month but have been unable to replicate the failure. For this reason at this time we cannot offer
replacement hoses. Divex Ltd are however making every effort to seek alternative suppliers of
hoses who meet the standards required which should assist in meeting clients immediate needs.
We are also carrying out a complete review of hoses to ensure that when we commence
manufacture we are using the best possible design and materials. This is not of course an
overnight process but is being given our topmost priority.

This very unusual situation has arisen despite the application of rigorous Type Approval and
routine manufacturing tests. These include load testing to 1000N, leak testing to 42 bar and burst
pressure testing in excess of 100bar. All hoses have additionally been subjected to routine tests
of 200N load and 42bar leak.

At this time we are undertaking cyclic pressure tests of 0-21 bar. These tests will more than
simulate the breathing pattern seen through a hose. The hoses tested to date have shown no
failures after 1000 cycles. They have also been subjected to an axial load whilst under pressure
with no adverse effects. Burst tests on hoses have shown that they are passing the requirement
to withstand 100 bar and typically bursting at 120 bar. The hose is physically bursting with the
hose ends remaining intact. We are sure that when these facts are reviewed by you our dilemma
and yet correct decision in recalling the hoses will be understood.

Please mark all returned hoses for the attention of Kathleen Scanlan Quality Manager
Divex Ltd

Divex apologise for the inconvenience caused to our valued clients by this problem but believe this
is the correct course of action until we have established the exact cause of failure. Once
established we will immediately issue a further statement.

SIGNED DATED: 31% January 2001
G.Gilbert, Senior Manager, Safety and Personnel
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