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A Member has reported an incident in which four life rafts sent ashore for
annual servicing had to be condemned and replaced.

What happened?

The rafts had been serviced by a sub-contractor in the previous year and no
defects were noted. Subsequently it was found that that sub-contractor had lost its
license and certification as a life rafting testing station.
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The following defects were discovered:

The four rafts were found to be suffering from water ingress and corrosion.
Severe oxidation was found on 20% of the buoyancy chambers, moderate
oxidation on 10% of the total area and 35% of the canopy.
On one raft the protective cover was missing from the inflation cylinder valve
and the inflation tube was highly oxidised.
When the International Maritime Organization (IMO) inflation test was carried
out, leaks were observed and the buoyancy chambers burst near the
connections of the survival pack and connections to the inflation cylinders.

The rafts would not have worked in the event of an emergency, potentially leaving
the vessel crew with no means of escape.
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The following recommendations were made:

All life-saving equipment should be inspected closely following shore-side
servicing to verify that the servicing indicated has been properly and
thoroughly carried out. Some clear pointers to assist in this process could
be:

Life raft sealing bands show signs of having been replaced
Evidence of talcum powder on exposed runner of life rafts indicates
that the raft was opened and additional talcum powder was applied
during repacking
Service labels updated on life raft wallet.
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