Safety Flash

Potential for fire from misuse of a coffee thermos
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Not all incidents seem to be of extreme significance, but the smallest errors
can lead to disastrous consequences.

What happened?

An incorrect connection on a coffee cup heater has led to the loss of
accommodation on a large bulk carrier in the past.

In this instance, a plastic coffee thermos container was placed on a hot plate. The
container involved appeared to be stainless steel on its sides, but the bottom was
black plastic. There was no sign of fire, but the bottom was melted from being
placed on the hot plate.

The company involved has noted that only glass coffee containers should be used
on such hot plates and, more generally, that all employees need to be aware of
potential fire hazards and need to report them to relevant senior colleagues.

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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