Safety Flash

Worker lost his leg when he was hit by a forklift truck during lifting
operations

Safety Flash ~ Published on 2 March 2018  Generated on 28 January 2026  IMCA SF 05/18

The UK HSE reports that an engineering company has been fined after a
worker lost his leg from the knee down when he was hit by a forklift truck. IOGP Life Saving Rules:

Driving

Line of fire

What went wrong? What were the causes?

®

Aworker was seriously injured whilst carrying out a lifting operation involving the
transporting and loading of pipe spools onto a flatbed truck. A forklift truck, for
which he was acting as banksman, drove into the back of his left heel. His left leg
had to be amputated at the knee.

UK HSE investigation found that the company had failed to properly plan, organise
and carry out the lifting operation in a safe manner.

The HSE inspector noted: “All lifts must be properly planned, assessed and
carried out in a safe manner. There were other safer, reasonably practicable
options that the company could have taken to prevent the forklift coming into
contact with the individual. The safest method in this instance was to use tag lines
or push sticks to control the load, as opposed to controlling the load by hand.”

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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