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Confined space — multiple fatalities
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IMCA has received information about a confined space incident in which
there were multiple fatalities.

What happened?

The incident occurred at an oil well on land.

Aworkman entered a water tank that contained water mixed with nitrogen, and
collapsed.

A co-worker entered after him in an attempt to rescue him, and likewise collapsed.

He was followed by two further workers who also collapsed.

the water tank where incident occurred

The supervisor realised that four workers were inside the tank, gave orders to drain
the tank and then asked two further personnel to enter the tank for rescue
purposes using safety lines.

Three of the rescued personnel were found unconscious and one semi-conscious.
All four were evacuated to a nearby clinic for first aid and then to hospital for further
treatment.


https://www.imca-int.com/

The three men found unconscious did not recover and were declared dead by a
local doctor.

What were the causes?

Investigation revealed that:

e Procedures were not followed.
e There was no permit to work for confined space entry arranged in this case.

e There were no multi-gas tests conducted (LEL, O2, CO2, and H2S) before
confined space entry.

e Personnel did not wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for
task.

e The rescue attempt was not properly planned or thought through.

Reminder

IMCA has dealt with both confined spaces and permits to work in the following
pocket safety cards:

e Confined spaces: The dangers
e Permit to work

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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