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Members’ attention is drawn to the attached document (safety flash 09/12)
from the Marine Safety Forum regarding the failure of a lifeboat D-ring.
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Marine Safety Forum - Safety Flash 09/12

Issued: 28" April 2009
Subject: Lifeboat D-Ring Failure

Summary:

A recent incident in offshore operations highlighted some actions related to lifeboat/Fast Rescue
Craft (FRC) maintenance that should be taken immediately. During the incident, the lifeboat fall D-
ring failed while load testing the lifeboat and wire fall assembly. It was found that the failed D-ring
was non-OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) and was of welded construction rather than the
forged construction originally supplied by the OEM.

The immediate actions resulting from this incident are to:

1) Only use OEM equipment on new and existing lifeboat/FRC and lifeboat/FRC
fall assemblies, except when changes have been subject to the appropriate
MOC and approved by the relevant Marine Authority; and

2) Conduct all load testing, maintenance and inspection of lifeboat/FRC and
lifeboat/FRC fall assemblies using detailed procedures that have been subject to
a risk assessment and approved by the relevant Marine Authority.
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IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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