Safety Flash

Vessel hull damage due to quayside contact
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In two separate incidents at Great Yarmouth in the UK, two vessels have
sustained damage to hull plating and hull fenders through contact with
damaged, missing or misaligned jetty fendering arrangements.

What happened?

In one incident, a pad eye on the quayside edge made contact and penetrated the
vessel hull plating.

At the time of the incident, the vessel was experiencing strong beam winds gusting
up to 47 knots, pushing the vessel onto the quayside. Contact with the furthest
forward fendering squeezed it out of position and underneath the quay structure.
This allowed the forward section of the hull to come into contact with the protruding
pad eye. It has become apparent that the fender resting place on the quay structure
must have been previously damaged, enabling the fender to slide around the
quayside supporting column.

In the second incident, the vessel experienced damage to the hull fender and hull
mounted fender frame.

This was caused because there were no Yokohama fenders as expected, but
instead large steel plates with sheets of rubber for the facing. The quayside
location was exposed to the weather; the vessel experienced a heave of up to 2
metres, resulting in the wear down of the ship fender rubbing against the top edge
of the quayside fender plate.
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What went wrong?


https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/1820-serious-incidents-involving-the-weather/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/1420-vessel-gangway-rolled-off-platform-tower-and-fell-to-the-quayside-in-high-wind/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/1016-damage-to-hand-rails-during-mooring-operations/

In the first incident, the securing arrangements (pad eye) for the Yokohama fender
must have been damaged at some point, but this was not reported to the vessel.
This resulted in the Yokohama fender being able to move away from the jetty
column and thus offering no protection to the vessel’s hull.

In the second incident, the vessel Master was expecting Yokohama fenders.
Instead the berth was fitted with metal, rubber faced plate fenders, which were not
suitable for the hull layout of the vessel and resulted in damage to the vessel’s hull
plating and fixed fenders.
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In both incidents weather conditions were a contributing factor.

Actions

e \Wherever possible obtain a berthing plan in good time so as to make a full
appraisal of fendering, mooring and gangway arrangements and request
any necessary changes or clarifications.



e Ensure a pre-arrival toolbox talk is conducted so that all personnel
involved in the berthing operation are aware of both shore-side and
onboard mooring and fendering arrangements.

e Remain aware of the weather conditions when approaching the berth and
if not satisfied with the situation, abort the approach and/or request tug
assistance if appropriate and available.

e If it becomes apparent that the intended berth is not suitable, abort the
approach and inform the Pilot/Port Authority and request alternative
arrangements.

e Once moored alongside, monitor weather conditions including tidal
variations which may affect the vessel movement and potential contact
with quayside fendering, obstructions or infrastructure.

e Keep this handy list near your passage plan folder to ensure that future
port calls consider same information.
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