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Fire watches for surface welding and burning operations
Safety Flash • Published on 9 June 2008 • Generated on 28 January 2026 • IMCA SF 10/08

A Member has reported a number of incidents during welding and burning
operations which had the potential to result in injury to personnel or
damage to equipment or vessel’s.

Members are urged to consider the following fire
watch precautions when carrying out hot work
operations:

A suitably competent Fire Watch should be designated.
The Fire Watch should be provided with suitable fire fighting and safety
equipment dependent on the type and area of operations.
The Fire Watch should be shown the area of operation and all adjacent areas.
The Fire Watch should be made familiar with all fixed and temporary fire
fighting and safety equipment in the immediate and adjacent areas.
It is of particular importance that the Fire Watch is provided with clear and
unambiguous instructions on the procedure to raise the alarm in the event of a
fire. This may require the Fire Watch to be made familiar with the nearest
active fire alarm activation point and be provided with direct communications to
the bridge.
The immediate and adjacent areas should be inspected prior to welding or
burning operations to ensure that good housekeeping standards are in force.
Clean and tidy areas in the vicinity of the work areas may help to avoid any fire
related incidents.

The Fire Watch should be in place prior to
commencement and throughout the duration of the
welding or burning operations. The Fire Watch should
remain in force on completion of the operations until all
involved are reasonably satisfied that the requirement
for a full time watch can be dispensed with.
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