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Near miss: Steam and water released from filter
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Steam and water were unexpectedly released from a filter when a
mechanic was cleaning out strainers from a boiler circulation pump.

What happened?

A mechanic was given a work order to clean out strainers from a boiler circulation
pump.

The mechanic was loosening the last two bolts, and stopped to wait to hear a “pop”
indicating the lid coming up. The “pop” was a little bit more than was expected.

As the mechanic waited for approximately 10 seconds, it was noticed that the
pressure started getting more volatile with more air and water coming out.

The mechanic moved out of the way, and called the control room to let them know
what was going on.

An operator and a supervisor responded and went to a valve that they thought
might still be partially open. They attempted to try and close it.

The supervisor tried with a bigger valve wrench and was able to turn the valve two
more turns to close it off.
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What went right?

The employee moved out of the way after noticing increased pressure from the
filter.

The supervisor was able to close the valve two more revolutions after the incident.

What went wrong?

The valve did not fully close when operations attempted to isolate it.

Lessons learned

Procedures were changed so as to:

e Open the bypass on the filter first, then isolate the inlet and outlet of the
filter.



e Open drain valves upstream and downstream and then open the purge
upstream and downstream, ensuring zero energy is exhausting.

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.


https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/

