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A Member has reported that one of its vessels was trenching, during which
time the ship was told to hold present speed with the tow wire payed in at
the same time.

What happened?

There was no facility to spool the wire onto the drum accurately — personnel were
placed adjacent to the tow wire and operated a valve using a nylon rope. This
could have resulted in a serious injury and damage to equipment.

Our Member took the following action:

The company involved has instructed crews that the winch is to be operated
remotely and, if feasible, cameras are to be used in hazardous areas. The
ship’s speed should also be taken into consideration.

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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