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A vessel lost both her anchors with one length of cable on the port and two
lengths of cable on the starboard side anchor.

What happened?

A vessel had used both anchors whilst waiting for 3 days off the coast. Both chains
were fouled and could not be cleared by the vessel.

External assistance was provided but owing to the weather and sea conditions, the
anchors could not be cleared, and both chains had to be cut. Attempts at retrieval
of the anchors from the seabed were unsuccessful.

The vessel lost both her anchors with one length of cable on the port and two
lengths of cable on the starboard side anchor.

During anchoring and anchorage time, wind speed was less than 15 knots.
There were strong diurnal tidal currents approximately 2.5 knots at the
anchorage area.

Both anchors had to be cut free and arrangements made for the vessel to go
alongside for repairs. The vessel was off hire for 12 days.

What went wrong?

The Master, based on his previous experience, had the vessel use both
anchors to reduce the swinging speed and angle of yaw of the vessel.

There was inadequate discussion between the bridge team and anchoring
team before anchoring.

There was not an effective anchor watch maintained.

Recommendations to prevent recurrence

More effective communication and meeting between bridge and anchoring
teams before anchoring.

More thorough planning and risk assessment before arrival into the
anchorage or when deciding to remain at anchor.
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