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A member reports two separate instances where a workboat davit hook,
and life raft davit hook components, have failed.

What happened?

e Incident 1: During a weekly inspection of lifesaving equipment, the workboat
davit hook on one vessel failed resulting in the hook releasing and dropping
the workboat to the sea. No persons were in the workboat at the time and
there were no injuries. However, the workboat itself was badly damaged.

¢ Incident 2: A subsequent inspection of similar davit hooks on a sister vessel
found the top shaft screw had sheared on a life raft davit hook, with the nut
having dropped to deck. The shaft remained in place, holding the hook in

position.
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What went wrong?

e Incident 1: The failure of the workboat hook remains under investigation.
Further information will be distributed when the review has been completed.

e Incident 2: The failure of the life raft davit hook was suspected to have been
the result of an undetected crack in the threaded section of the hook top shaft
screw. This allowed environment conditions to cause deterioration, resulting in
the top hook shaft threaded section to shear off the body of the pin.
Examination of the shaft showed that the fracture had developed over time.

Actions

Our member took the following actions:
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e Halted all non-emergency launch and recovery operations using this type
of hook until further notice.

e Inspected all similar davit hooks, paying particular attention to the top and
bottom pin shafts and surrounding mounts, inspecting for cracks,
deformation or fatigue. For this type of hook, the inspection included
disassembly of the top shaft, loosening the securing screw, nut, shaft
itself and the distance bush.

e Reviewed onboard maintenance regimes to ensure inspections of davit
hooks include checks on the davit hook pins to identify any physical
deterioration.

e Confirmed that the most recent annual inspection completed by the
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) or third party included the
opening of the hook and removal of the pin for inspection.
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