Safety Flash

Crew member cut hand on broken glass during heavy weather
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A member of the galley team suffered a serious hand injury when washing
a glass during a period of heavy weather.

Hand and finger injuries

Members continue to report hand and finger injuries. In last year’s safety statistics,
42% of LTls reported by IMCA members involved injuries caused when workers got
into the Line of Fire. What do we need to do to stop workers putting their hands and
fingers in dangerous places? We all want to get the job done — but that one quick
pause, whilst we stop to think, could make ALL the difference. Think:

Is there a better way to do this?

Could | use a tool instead?

Should there be a guard? Should | have gloves on?

Is this still too hot to touch? Is it live or is it still spinning?

Think carefully before putting your hands where you can’t see them.

What happened?

A member of the galley team suffered a serious hand injury when washing a glass
during a period of heavy weather. The glass being washed slipped, hit the sink, and
broke. The glass fragments struck the injured person’s left hand, causing an injury
requiring seven stitches. The vessel was rolling in seas of approximately 2.5m.
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® e

Bypassing safety controls

Line of fire


https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0524-lti-damage-and-personal-injury-arising-from-heavy-weather/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/2823-lti-fingers-injured-during-fender-lifting-operation/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0823-head-injury-when-crew-member-fell-over-in-bathroom-during-heavy-weather/

Lessons

Think carefully about what activities are conducted during bad weather —
ensure crew have full awareness of the increased risks during heavy
weather.

Wearing gloves while washing dishes could have provided additional
protection.

Reducing the number of hand and finger injuries remains a significant
challenge for the industry. In 2023 a fifth of incidents shared as IMCA
Safety Flashes involved hand or finger injuries.

Take the time to stop and think things through
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Can this be task be done in a safer, easier way?

Am | putting my hands at risk by doing this job?

Am | putting my hands where | can’t guarantee their safety?
Am | putting my hands in the line of fire?
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e Are YOU prepared to work safely?

o See IMCA short video on Hand safety
o See IMCA short video on Line of fire

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, requlatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.


https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/promoting-safety/hands/?v=R41694RwIJw
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/promoting-safety/in-the-line-of-fire/?v=KMoYtHhcqAs
https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/

