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CHIRP Maritime, an industry charity facilitating confidential incident
reporting from seafarers, has published its Annual Digest 2021.

Annual Digest 2021 includes a number of events and incidents of interest to IMCA
members. CHIRP = Confidential Human Factors Incident Reporting Programme.

The aim of CHIRP Maritime is to enhance maritime safety worldwide, by providing a
totally independent confidential (not anonymous) reporting system for all individuals
employed in or associated in the maritime industries. This incident is one of them.

What happened?

In a vessel alongside, engineers started the removing the cover of the main engine
fuel oil filter. Hot fuel sprayed onto the body and face of one of the engineers. He
received immediate medical attention and was then hospitalized locally for a week
and then repatriated. According to the final medical report issued two weeks later,
the engineer was recovering well.

Safety Flash

https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0921-engineer-suffered-burn-injuries-in-engine-room-incident/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/2717-two-near-miss-incidents-with-a-risk-of-scalding/


What went right?

A toolbox meeting was held before the work was started, and both the
supervisor and the injured junior engineer had undertaken the same task
previously.
A review of the work/rest hours revealed that the injured crew member was well
rested and his working hours were within company and MLC requirements.
A Permit to Work had been issued and all involved were wearing the correct
PPE.

What went wrong?

The risk assessment was inadequate: it had been issued but it had not been
forwarded to the company for review and endorsement, and did not address all
of the potential hazards.
There was inadequate implementation of the Company’s basic safety
procedures.
The filters were not isolated properly from the compressed air pipe and the
isolation valves were not labelled as closed as required by the relevant work
permit.

A Typical modern fuel oil back-flush filter
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The filters were not checked for being under pressure and draining of the filter
was not carried out before opening the cover.
The maker’s safety instructions were not followed.

Lessons learned

Follow the safety rules through – these rules exist for your protection.
Ensure risk assessment is thorough, effective and diligently carried
out.
Follow your company procedures, ensure that there is appropriate
supervision to ensure this is done.
Ensure that work instructions and procedures are strictly followed.
Ensure everyone involved is fully and properly briefed on the job in
hand.
Follow the instructions provided by the manufacturer – they exist for a
reason.
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