Safety Flash

Near-miss during cable handling — Standing in the bight
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A Member has reported a near miss potential ‘line of fire’ incident during
cable handling operations in which a member of the deck crew stood close
to a heavy duty cable that was about to come under tension.

What happened?

With the recovered cable bight secured to a deck stopper, one of the deck crew
was working in the vicinity of the cable just prior to cutting the bight. The Master
observed the crew members’ unsafe position and exercised a ‘stop work’ to prevent
potential injury.

Our member took the following actions:

A Safety Observation was raised and discussed at the Safety Committee
meeting, and all deck crew were reminded of ‘lines of fire’ and to keep clear of
‘snap back zones’ in the vicinity of cable, wires and ropes.

The incident serves to reiterate the need for awareness of the ‘line of fire’ and
‘snap back zones’. Whenever working with cables, wires and ropes, be aware
of the surroundings and any actual or potential hazards. Watch out for team
mates — keep an eye on all colleagues to ensure they are safe at all times.
Never be afraid to ‘stop work’ whenever unsafe acts or conditions are
encounters, stop the job and do not restart until you are safe to do so.

Whilst this is not strictly a mooring incident, the issues involved — wires and
ropes under tension, risk of snap-back, standing in the ‘line of fire’ - are the
same.

Members may wish to refer to the following safety promotions available from
IMCA:

e |n the line of fire (videos, pocket card)
e Mooring practice (video, poster)

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.


https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/promoting-safety/in-the-line-of-fire/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/promoting-safety/mooring/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0716-mooring-port-operator-fined-after-worker-injured-by-capstan/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0409-mooring-incidents/

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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