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What happened?

The UK HSE (Health and Safety Executive) has issued the following notice
regarding the use of face masks designated KN95. The full notice can be found
here:

https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/use-of-face-masks-designated-kn95.htm

A substantial number of face masks, claiming to be of KN95 standards, provide an
inadequate level of protection and are likely to be poor quality products
accompanied by fake or fraudulent paperwork. These face masks may also be
known as filtering face piece respirators.

KN95 is a performance rating under the Chinese standard GB2626:2006, the
requirements of which are broadly the same as the European standard
BSEN149:2001+A1:2009 for FFP2 facemasks. However, there is no independent
certification or assurance of their quality and products manufactured to KN95 rating
are declared as compliant by the manufacturer.

Actions

Members may wish to make careful checks with regards to the provenance of
locally sourced surgical standard masks.
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IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, regulatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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