
IOGP Life Saving Rules:

Bypassing safety controls

Line of fire

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified

Pilots leaving the vessel in port in an unsafe manner
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What happened?

One of our members has released this bulletin relating to a recurring practice of
pilots egressing from a ship’s gangway before it has rested safely on the jetty.

Such practice resulted in two separate incidents in less than two days: one a
medical treatment case (MTC) and the other, a near-miss.

What were the causes?

Individuals jumping from gangway platform to the jetty.

Gangway not yet touching the jetty, nor in a stable position.

Our Member's recommendations for action

Remind pilots and all personnel that disembarkation from the vessel is
only to take place with the gangway fully flat on the jetty and vessel crew
in attendance.  When time pressure is an issue, communicate the cause
for delays – don’t take shortcuts!

When possible and available, use available persons on the jetty to assist
safe egress from the gangway.

Vessel mooring must be complete before the pilot disembarks ashore.

Lifejackets, like all other PPE, should always be worn for safe access and
egress.

Members may wish to refer to:

IMCA HSS025 Guidance on the transfer of personnel to and from offshore

vessels and structures
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https://www.imca-int.com/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/technical-library/document/5dc53e5f-c55b-ee11-8def-6045bdd0ef2e/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/0818-unsafe-attempt-of-personnel-transfer-between-vessels/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/2718-don-t-forget-about-gangways-uscg-pilot-dies-in-gangway-accident/
https://www.imca-int.com/resources/safety/safety-flashes/2420-safe-embarkation-and-disembarkation-of-marine-pilots/


according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.
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Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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